U2      THE LIFE STORY  OF A BRAHMAN
about to offer a goat at Dasera, the shaking and quivering of
the goat is a clear sign that it is acceptable.)
The devotee, being now inhabited by the goddess, examines
the grain to divine from it if all is well Three times she
takes up a few grains and, spreading them before the goddess,
counts them; if three times following they are an even
number, or if three times they come to an uneven number, all
will go well; what is dreaded is that once or twice they should
be even and once uneven. It is a breathless minute whilst
they are counted, and then, if the goddess is pleased, the bhui
holds up one finger in silence, if displeased she holds up two
and rubs them together.
Of course the anxious relatives cannot sit down under the
goddess's displeasure. Something has to be done, and some-
times the devotee, sometimes a Brahman, decides what steps
must be taken. It may be that a yard of black or green cloth
has to be put on a metal plate, waved round the head of the
expectant mother, and then given to a Brahman. Some-
times, even if the goddess is pleased, it may prove advisable
to feed five Brahmans!
The next morning the ceremony ends. The goddesses are
dismissed in the usual way by throwing rice grains on them,
and the priest takes the coco-nuts.. The bhui is fed, and the
'lap* of her sari is filled with green or black pulse. Sweet
food is offered to the family gods, and either the mother or
the mother-in-law plaits the hair of the girl.
After this ceremony has been performed, the expectant
mother is free to go to her own mother's house on any
auspicious day. The astrologer will be careful, however, to
choose one when Venus will either be on her right or left
as she walks home, for she may not go when it faces her
directly.
As we saw in the first chapter, if all goes happily she
remains in her mother's house till after the birth of her child;
but, seeing that the poor young wife's attention has been so
continuously directed to the chances of all not going happily,